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LOOKING TOWARD STATE HOUSE CIRCLE, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 
THE MARYLAND STATE HOUSE — BUILT 1772 
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ANNAPOLIS ON THE SEVERN 


“Turnine back in the history of Annapolis to the 
early period before the great houses were built, we re- 
construct a picture which might be entitled—the town 
with a future. The first settled areas are marked by 
modest clusters of buildings with wide unoccupied acres 
between, through which embryonic streets have been 
cut. The center of the peninsula is high ground upon 
which the seat of government is established with church 
adjoining. The principal streets radiate to the water- 
front along Spa Creek and the Severn River. On the 
former lies the large estate of Carrollton and just up- 
stream is Acton, the first land-grant hereabouts. The 
entire waterfront is reserved for building sites save only 
for the dock which faces the harbor. In the triangular 
area based upon the dock and rising to Church Circle 
lie the shops, storehouses, and smaller dwellings, the 
lattersteep-roofed like plantation houses and varied only 
occasionally by larger two-storied structures. The Car- 
roll and Tasker estates of Spa Creek are thus cut off by 
the business of Main Street from the easterly dwelling 
area along Prince George Street where early settlers like 


Jennings, Dorsey, and Brewer have established their. 


homes facing toward the river. 

Traffic hums about the dock where hogsheads of to- 
bacco rolling in from the counties are jostled by allur- 
ing bales of merchandize from over the sea. There is a 
steady influx of new colonists and it is evident that the 
older houses resting here so picturesquely amid their fo- 
liage are soon to have fine neighbors. When they have 
all come and their fine houses have been built our pan- 
orama will turn to another period in which the com- 
pleted city shows a fascinating picture of Renaissance 
luxury; in Anapolis it is called ““The Golden Age.” 

So much of the early period is gone that reconstruc- 
tion is difficult. For example the first governor’s mansion 
built on Cornhill Street for Francis Nicholson (1694-9) 
has become only a memory, and the first church, the 
first state house, the first armory are known only by 
fragmentary descriptions. The architecture of the mid- 
Eighteenth Century has been more fortunate. Beginn- 
ing with Governor Ogle, who came out in 1732 and 
served intermittently over a period of twenty years, the 
proprietary governors took a leading part in the devel- 
opment of architecture. Governor Ogle’s house, built 
about 1742, stands today as evidence of his good taste 
in building. His son inherited the house and made var- 
ious additions, one of which may have been the octag- 
onal wing at the rear, as shown in Plate LX X XIX. One 
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is led to believe that Governor Ogle also built in 1757 
the splendid country mansion of Belair in Prince George’s 
County and certainly in his time the first part of the 
Carroll house (1735) was built, as well as the Brice house 
(1740), and the Bordley and the Jennings houses. 

The Carroll house, of which the southerly facade is 
shown in Plate LX XX, represents more than one period 
of colonial building but the additions were ever in keep- 
ing with the original so that it presents today a unified 
picture of large and lordly mansion.True, the plan lacks 
dignity because of the crowded stair hall and narrowed 
circulations; yet, its lofty mass and good brickwork 
show how a fine building may be accomplished by simple 
means. The segmental arches are among the few in An- 
napolis. 

The Brice house is like Carrollton in that it faces 
south; generally the houses are turned obliquely to the 
principal points of the compass with the result that ev- 
ery side gets the sun. Back of the Brice house and prob- 
ably over twenty years later than it in date of erection 
is the Paca house, now a famous hotel. Plate LX X XI 
is a rare view showing the old mansion as it stood before 
alteration.* As the home of William Paca, a Signer of 
the Declaration of Independence, it holds an unusual 
interest. In point of design there can be little doubt of 
its debt to the older home of the Brices, that first grand 
house which heralded the dawn of ‘““The Golden Age” 
and set the style for so many mansions to come. 

Returning to governors and governors’ mansions, we 
discover that McDowell Hall, the present main build- 
ing of St. John’s College, was originally erected as ““Gov- 
ernment House” during the term of Thomas Bladen, 
governor from 1742 to 1747. The site selected was on 
the open ground toward Dorsey’s Creek north of the 
State House which had been built about the year 1700 
with W. Bladen as architect. Construction on the new 
government house started in 1745 but the governor had 
conceived it on so expensive a scale that the House of 
Burgesses objected to the cost and finally refused fur- 
ther appropriations. At this point, it is said, the walls 
were up and the rafters in place; but work was stopped 
perforce for lack of funds and thus the building stood a 
skeleton open to the winds for forty years. The dream 
of Duff, the architect, who is said to have brought out 
the plans with him from Scotland, remained unrealized 
until another architect, probably Robert Key, finished 


*Photographs for Plates LXKXX; LXXXI; LXXXIV; LXXXV; LXXXIX and XC 
courtesy of Pickering Studio, Annapolis, Maryland. 
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the building for the uses of St. John’s College. And thus, 
with the addition of a later cupola, it stands today: dour, 
Caledonian, and uncompromising—as was doubtless the 
governor in his dealings with the burgesses. 

With this exception however architectural projects 
were fostered in a harmonious atmosphere. In:the case 
of Governor Sharpe and the people we find only con- 
siderateness on the one hand and unbounded popularity 
on the other. It has remained for an Englishwoman, 
Lady Edgar, to tell the story of the period; and, from 
the present antiquarian activity of St. John’s College, 
it is evident that the architectural records of neglected 
Annapolis are at last to be compiled. As between the 
earlier and the later work a difference must be kept in 
mind, namely, that the earlier was more individual and 
in a sense experimental while the later work held close 
to an accepted style, established in days of opulence 
when society realized itself. English architecture was 
the vogue while English political loyalties were fading; 
but the personality of Governor Sharpe was such as to 
pacify the political belligerents throughout the province. 
Long before the Stamp Act battle of 1765 which took 
place within sight of his Annapolis mansion he might 
have known that the American temper was tending 
toward revolution and yet his patronage was lent to 
the peaceful development of a loyal colony and his 
friends were the builders of the fine mansions of the 
period. 

John Ridout was secretary to the governor and came 
out with him in 1753. Seven years later at the age of 
twenty-eight he completed the house which stands to- 
day beautifully preserved on Duke of Gloucester Street 
facing the old mansion of Carrollton. Some of the best 
elements of the mature period are realized in its design; 
see Plates LXXXVI and LXXXVII. The wings, but 
faintly reminiscent of their remote progenitors of the 
English manor house, are truly Annapolitan; rather de- 
tached in composition and projecting to the front. The 
refined windows, the scholarly doorway, and the plain 
brick belt course are features in a memorable facade the 
effect of which is heightened by the delicate pattern of 
the “‘all header” bond, peculiar to Annapolis but used 
first about 1650 in Governor Calvert’s country house, 
Mount Airy, in Prince George’s County. In plan the 
Ridout house is like the Brice and Randall houses in 
that the front door is not on center of the hall. On either 
handisa fine room, with stair seen through a graceful 
archway. At the rear are drawing and dining rooms 
overlooking the terraced garden from which, see Plates 
LXXXIV and LXXXV,we are privileged to see the inti- 
mate side of the house and the Palladian window which 
intersects the cornice! Attempt, modern architects, if you 
dare such an amazing feat of design; and achieve if you 
can such a happy result! 


Less fortunate in preservation is the house of Dr. Up- 
ton Scott, another friend and contemporary of Gover- 
nor Sharpe: See Plates XC, XCI, XCII, XCIII and 
XCIV. It stands back from Shipwright Street facing 
Spa Creek and lacks the wings with which most of the 
local mansions were provided. Its age is probably little 
less than that of the Ridout house but, failing the care 
which that family has ever given to its ancestral home, 
the Scott house has lost much in quality. One prefers to 
think of it as shown in old pictures taken before it was 
shuttered and painted and before its long garden wall 
was removed. The singular simplicity of the plan 
awakes a suspicion that the designer was actuated by 
the practical needs of a physician’s house rather than 
by the more intangible values of architecture. 

Governor Eden who held office from 1769 until the 
war, lived for a time at the Scott house, and it may be 
that heentertained his friend, George Washington, here. 
At all events he was patron and friend of the architect, 
Robert Key, and generally exercised a friendly influence 
on architecture even when the colonists were turning 
toward independence. In his time the Chase house was 
built,and the Hammond house (Numbers 4 and § of The 
Monograph Series) and present State House commenced. 

The Chase house motives are perhaps as well known 
as any in Annapolis, see Plates LXX XII, LXXXIII 
and page 166. It is lofty and manorial: the English man- 
or house in type but built by an American patriot. The 
plan shows that wings were originally intended; but 
they were never built. In view of this fact we find the 
conception of the facade to be nearly identical with 
Winslow Hall in Buckinghamshire, England, which was 
erected about the year 1700. The coincidence is but one 
of many which might be traced. In each case of similar- 
ity we find that the American building followed but 
slowly the English original with an interval of two or 
three generations between. In plan also, but withsmaller 
dimensions, the Chase house follows the precedent of 
Renaissance manor houses in the mother country. It is 
unique in Annapolis but unfortunately without garden 
setting; would that it might have been built in the ear- 
lier day when so many Annapolis acres were undevel- 
oped, when it was only “a town with a future.” 

By the time the war began, Governor Eden was forced 
to leave and the period was completed—the future real- 
ized. Fortunately for us the city has lain ever since in 
the amber of inspiring precedent and graceful memory. 
In the search for American backgrounds it furnishes a 
field that appeals no less to the reason than to the sen- 
timent. Peculiarly rich in the charm of colonial settle- 
ment, it furnishes a living memorial of things that are 
human and universal—the substance from which ar- 
chitecture is made. 
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THE CARROLL HOUSE, SPA CREEK, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 
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THE CHASE HOUSE, MARYLAND AVENUE, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 


VOL. XV, NO. 6 : LXXXIV 


DETAIL OF GARDEN ENTRANCE 
THE JOHN RIDOUT HOUSE, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 
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DETAIL OF MAIN FACADE AND FLANKING WING 
THE JOHN RIDOUT HOUSE, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 
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EARLY AMERICAN DOCUMENTS. 
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The BRICE HOUSE, Built in 1740 


Corner East and Prince George Streets 


ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 
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McDOWELL HALL, ST. JOHN’S COLLEGE, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 


Thos. Bladen, Fifth Royal Governor of Maryland began this building in 1745 for a Governor’s palace. 
Lt stood unfinished for many years. 
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DETAIL OF DOORWAY IN OCTAGONAL WING AT THE REAR 


THE OGLE HOUSE, 33 COLLEGE AVENUE, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 
Residence of Governor Samuel Ogle 1747-1752 
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DETAIL OF ENTRANCE DOORWAY 


THE DR. UPTON SCOTT HOUSE, SHIPWRIGHT STREET, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 
Now a home of the Sisters of Notre Dame 
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PLATE XCIII 


ENTRANCE HALL 
THE DR. UPTON SCOTT HOUSE, SHIPWRIGHT STREET, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 


HE effectiveness of authentic Georgian 
interiors depended largely upon well pro- 
portioned plaster wall paneling, tinted 
with the vegetable colors then available to blue 
green, light blue, and salmon pink. Repose is 
the dominant note of these tinted walls. These 
large areas, with the added interest of molded 
panels, were varied room by room to blend with 
the characteristics and furnishings of each. 


All evidence points to woodwork always 
being white. The contrast of these white mould- 
ings with the tinted walls seemed best to express 
the harmony these ornamentations created. 


Tinted 

Plaster Walls && 
White Mouldings 
Gain Expression 
Through 
Modern PAINT 


These effects can be even more marked to- 
day with the use of modern interior paints for- 


- mulated with the proper proportions of Zinc 


pigments—The New Jersey Zinc Company’s 
Zinc Oxide and “Albalith’”’ Lithopone. Paints 
based on these pigments make brighter, clearer 
and more lasting tints. And the white paints 
stay white. 


“Zinc Oxide and Its Application to Paint”’ 
and “Lithopone and Its Partin Paint”’ are book- 
lets which belong in every architect’s files. They 
describe these pigments and fully explain their 
functions in modern prepared paints. 


tHE NEW Terese t 2INC COMPAN Y 


ESTABLISHED 1848 


{ SEE OUR 
CATALOGUE. 


inc’ 160 FRONT STREET, NEW YORK CITY | Sis 
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National LUMBER Manufacturers 


eA FAVORITE BUILDING MATERIAL 
IN COLONIAL TVIAFES AR FOOD AY 


\ ’ ITH INFINITE CARE the Colonial architect personally 
selected the materials used in his client’s home. Piece 
by piece he inspected lumber brought him for approval 
—accepting that which met his exacting requirements, 
rejecting that of inferior quality. 

Houses built by these early American architects 
stand today as models of home architecture. Though 
some are over 200 years old, they are as staunch and 
livable as ever—monuments to the far-sighted archi- 
tect builders who hand-picked the lumber used in their 
construction. 

Today it is virtually impossible for an architect 
personally to select the lumber which goes into a client’s 
house. Yet, at the same time, he must safeguard against 
inferior quality ... be sure his specifications are met in 
every detail. | 

But now architects can be sure of getting the lum- 
ber they wish without personal inspection. To know 
that it meets every specification... that it is exactly as 
represented . . . they need only specify ““Tree-Mark’”’ 
lumber. 

The National Lumber Manufacturers Association 
has licensed the use of its guaranteeing trade mark— 
the ““Tree-Mark’’—to lumber manufacturers who are 
able and willing to produce and ship lumber graded 
under standard rules and clearly stamped with the 
grade-mark. 

The whole story of the recent simplification of 
lumber selection and buying will be found in an inter- 
esting booklet—‘“Taking the Mystery Out of Lumber 
Buying.” Architects, intent upon serving their clients 
with both quality and economy in materials, and desir- 
ous of writing lumber specifications intelligently, will 
find this book indispensable. Sent free on request. 


A BEAUTIFUL GEORGIAN STAIRWAY IN THE 
BRICE HOUSE, ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 


For wood construction details, see measured drawing on page at right 


EIGHTEEN great associations affiliated with the 
National Association maintain supplementary in- 
formation and service organizations. Guaranteed 
grade marked ‘‘Tree-Mark’’ lumber is available 
in all these species: 


California Redwood Association, San Francisco, 
Calif. —Redwood 


; _ tCalifornia White & Sugar Pine Manufacturers 
Association, San Francisco, Calif.—California 
Pines, White Fir 


tHardwood Manufacturers Institute, Memphis, 
Tenn.— Oak, Gum, Ternnessee Aromatic Red 
Cedar, Southern and Appalachian Hardwoods 


*tNorth Carolina Pine Association, Norfolk, Va.— 
North Carolina Pine 


*+Northern Hemlock & Hardwood Manufacturers 
Association, Oshkosh, Wis.—Hemlock, Maple, 
Birch and Northern Hardwoods 

*tNorthern Pine Manufacturers Association, Min- 
neapolis, Minn.—White Pine, Norway Pine 

*+Southern Cypress Manufacturers Association, 
Jacksonville, Fla.—Cypress and Tupelo 

*Southern Pine Association, New Orleans, La.— 
Long Leaf and Short Leaf Southern Yellow Pine 

*?Western Pine Manufacturers Association, Port- 
land ,Ore.—PondosaPine,IdahoWhitePine,Larch 

*+West Coast Lumbermen’s Association, Seattle, 
Wash.—Douglas Fir, Sitka Spruce, West Coast 
Hemlock, Western Red Cedar 


*tMaple Flooring Manufacturers Association, 
Chicago, III. 


*Oak Flooring Manufacturers Association of the 
United States, Chicago, II. 


National American Wholesale Lumber Associa- 
tion, New York, N. Y. 


National Association of Wooden Box Manufac- 
turers, Chicago, IIl. 


British Columbia Lumber and Shingle Manufac- 
turers, Ltd., Vancouver, B.C. 

ec Columbia Loggers Association, Vancouver, 

American Wood Preservers’ Association, Chicago 
Ill. 


Red Cedar Shingle Bureau, Seattle, Wash. 


*Standard lumber bearing this Association’s grade mark available in these species. 
tLumber shipments protected by Manufacturer’s Certificate of Car Contents available in these species. 


“American Standard Lumber from America’s Best Mills” 


_Association Woop Construction Details 
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NATIONAL LUMBER MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION : Washington, D.C. 


NEW YORK ATLANTA PITTSBURGH BOSTON CHICAGO INDIANAPOLIS 
DALLAS MEMPHIS SAN FRANCISCO PORTLAND, ORE. KANSAS CITY MINNEAPOLIS 


BUILDING Balsam-Wool INSULATION 


MANUFACTURED: BY - WOOD: CONVERSION -CO-CLOQUET: MINNESOTA 
- INSULATION: DIVISION - OF + 


WEYGRHARUSBRE? TORPOT: PRODUCTS 


STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS 
for Sound Deadening Floors and Walls with 
Balsam-W ool 


Material 


Sound deadening material (insulation) shall be standard % or 1 in. 
thick Balsam-Wool, 33 inches wide, manufactured by the Woop 
ConversIon Company, Cloquet, Minnesota. 


Sound Insulation—General 


Continuity of the sound deadening material shall be maintained— 
all joints shall be lapped at least 3 inches. 

Use full length strips of insulation. End joints where necessary 
shall be lapped 3 in. and covered with lath nailed through insula- 
tion to subfloor, joist or header. 


Specification No. 1 
Balsam-Wool Applied with Suspended Ceiling Construction 

Over the entire surface of the ceiling of the................. and 
Py cu Whaat a Wa vl igus floors there shall be constructed a false 
ceiling, the joists supporting the floor and those carrying the ceiling 
being independent. The ceiling joists shall be set midway between 
the floor joists with the under faces at least 1% in. below those of 
the floor joists. Weave Balsam-Wool between the two sets of joists 
and secure to the bottom of each floor joist with lath or strips (or 
tin discs), nailed through insulation. Insulation strips shall run at 
right angles to the joists with edges lapped at least 3 in. Tension on 
all strips shall be as nearly equal as possible to guard against open 
joints at each lap. 

Balsam-Wool trimmings shall be packed and calked on each side 
of false ceiling joists at point of suspension on plate. 


Specification No. 2 
Balsam-Wool Applied Between Rough and Finish Floors— 
Wood Joist Construction 


Apply Balsam-Wool over the entire surface of the subfloor, strips 
running parallel to joists. Lap all strips at least 3 in. Around all 
sides of room the insulation shall be turned up to the plaster ground. 
Continuity of sound deadening shall be maintained. Use trimmings 
to thoroughly pack and calk all pipe and conduit outlets. Over the 
surface of sound insulation there shall be placed 1 x 2-in. furring 
strips placed 16 in. on centers, spacing so that the laps of sound 
insulation come between the furring strips. Furring strips shall be 
nailed securely through insulation to subfloor. 

When electric conduit pipe is used lay 2 x 2-in. furring strips 
parallel to and on both sides of all pipe or conduit, spacing strips 1 
in. from conduit. Over the balance of the sound deadening there 
shall be applied 2 x 2-in. furring strips as specified above. 


Specification No. 3 

Balsam-Wool Applied on Concrete Floors 
Apply Balsam-Wool over the entire surface of the floor, strips run- 
ning parallel to the beveled sleepers which have been embedded in 
concrete. Lap all strips of sound insulation at least 3 in. and space 
so that laps are between the sleepers in the concrete. Around all 
sides of room the insulation shall be turned up to meet the plaster 
ground. Continuity of sound deadening shall be maintained. Use 
trimmings of sound deadening to thoroughly pack and calk all 
pipes and conduit outlets. Apply 1 x 2-in. strips directly over every 
sleeper, nailing same through insulation into sleeper. 


Specification No. 4 
Balsam-Wool Applied in Frame Walls and Partitions 


Method A—AIl partition walls where specified shall be built of 
staggered studding construction, each set of studding set 16 in. on 
centers, one set centering between the other. On the same side of 
the partition there shall be at least 1 in. from the face of one set of 
studding to the face of the other. Weave Balsam-Wool between the 
two sets of studding and secure it to the face of one set with lath or 
strips (or tin discs), nailed through insulation. Lap all joints at least 
3 in. Tension on all of the strips shall be as nearly equal as possible 
to guard against open joints at each lap. 


Method B—Apply one layer of 33-in. width Balsam-Wool, ver- 
tically, on each of the two faces of studding, butting edges together 
on every other stud. Continuity of sound deadening shall be main- 
tained. All joints shall be sealed. Use full length strips of insulation. 
End joints, where necessary, shall be butted and covered with lath 
nailed through insulation to stud or header. Fur over insulation 
with 1 x 2-in. furring strips over each stud to receive lath and 
plaster. 


Method C—Apply 33-in. width Balsam-Wool, vertically, on one 
face of partition studding, butting edges together on every other 
stud. Continuity of sound deadening shall be maintained. All joints 
shall be sealed. Use full length strips of insulation. End joints, where 
necessary, shall be butted and covered with lath nailed through 
insulation to stud or header. Fur over insulation with 1 x 2-in. fur- 
ring strips over each stud to receive lath and plaster. 


Specification No. 5 
Balsam-Wool Applied on Gypsum Block Partition Walls 


Double Gypsum Block Partition Walls—Erect one side of par- 
tition walls of gypsum blocks from floor to ceiling as elsewhere 
specified and directed. Apply 33-in. width Balsam-Wool, vertically, 
covering the entire surface of partition and lapping joints not less 
than 3 in. Nail to gypsum blocks with large headed nails. Particu- 
lar care should be taken to bring Balsam-Wool tightly to ceiling, 
floor and wall lines of partition. Then erect the other side of parti- 
tion wall, with the inside face of gypsum blocks flush with surface 
of sound insulation. 


Single Gypsum Block Partition Walls—Erect gypsum _ block 
partition as elsewhere specified and directed. Apply 33-in. width 
Balsam-Wool, vertically, covering the entire surface of partition, 
lapping joints not less than 3 in. Nail to gypsum block with large 
headed nails. Particular care should be taken to bring Balsam-Wool 
tightly to ceiling, floor and wall lines of partition. Apply 1 x 2-in. 
furring strips, vertically, 16 in. on centers, nailing through the 
sound insulation to gypsum block. Furring strips should be so placed 
that laps in sound insulation will come between them. All furring 
strips shall be plumb and true. Apply plaster base as specified to 
furring strips. 


Note: If building code demands steel furring strips and metal lath apply 
Balsam-Wool in the same manner and substitute specifications covering 
this particular construction. 


Every roll of Balsam-Wool bears the WEYERHAEUSER FOREST PRODUCTS trade-mark, the maker’s pledge of personal responsibility 


WEYERHAEUSER. 


BUILDING Balsam-Wool INSULATION 
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